
Marriage, Divorce, &. Remarriage

Text is taken from the New American Stândard Bible unless otherwise specilied.

Introduction: Often neglected by the Lord's Church, the teachings of marriage, divorce,

and remarriage are at times muddy waters... M*y, many opinions and traditions
abound... but what about a "thus sayeth the Lord"? What about God's thoughts on the

matter?

For example, what's God's will concerning:
Marriage
Remarriage
Does "sex" make you married?
Are those remarried "living in adultery"?
What constitutes adultery in God's sight?
Must the remarried divorce to please God?

In this study, we will attempt to answer some real life questions... put to rest some real

life myths... and provide real life solutions to the problems facing the institution of
marriage... through the real light of God's revealed Word.

Part l: The ldeal (As God Intended)

When Jesus was put to the test by the Pharisees concerning our topic in the l9ù chapter of Matthew, what
did he do but take them back to the beginning...? God has an ideal!
Mat 19: 3&4, 3 And some of the Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, and saying, "ls it lawfulfor a man to
divorce his wife for any cause at all? " 4, And he answered and said, " Have you not read, that He who
created themfrom the begínning made them male andfemale.
Let's have a closer look at God's "ldeal"...

l. God's design from the beginning:

A. God created man.
Gen 2:7, Then the Lord Godformed mon of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the

breath of lfe; and man became a living soul.

B. God saw that it was not good for a man to be alone. So, he made them male and female.

Gen 2:18, Then the Lord God said, "It is not goodfor the man to be alone; I will make a helper suitable
(Lit., corresponding to) for him. "
Gen I:27, And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and

female He created them-

C. God created woman as a suitable help for man.
Gen 2: 18-21, I8 Then the Lord God said, "lt ¡s not goodfor the man to be alone: I will make him a
helper suìtable for hin I 9 And out of the ground the Lord God þrmed every beast of the field and arcry
bird of the sþ, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man
called a living creature, that was its name. 20 And the man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds
of the sþ, and to every beast of thefield, butfor Adam there was notfound a helper suitøblefor him.
2l So the Lord God caused a deep sleep tofall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs,
and closed up theflesh at that place.

D. God made both man and woman in His image.
Gen I:27, And God crealed møn ín Hìs own ímage, in the image of God He created him; male and

female He created them.
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E. God did not pronounce creation as "very good" until the woman was created.

Gen I:12, Ii,2I, and 31, t2 And the earlh broughtforthvegetation, plantsyielding seed after their kind,

and trees bearingfruit, with seed in them, after their kind; and God sow that it was good. I8 and to

govern the day ãi¿ tn, night, and to separate the lightfrom the darkness; and God saw that it was good'

1l n¿ Co¿ òreated the {reat sea monsters, and every living creature that moves, with which the waters

swarmed after their kinl and arcry winged bird after its kind; and God saw that iÍ was good. 3l And

God sau, oU *ot He had made, and behold, ìt was very good. And there was evening and there was

morning, the sixth daY.

F. God made the woman subject to man at creation. Woman was:

a. Createdfrom man
Gen 2: 2I:8, 2l So the LordGod caused a deep sleep tofall upon the man, and he slept; then He took

one of his ribs and closed up theflesh at that place. 22 And the Lord Godfashioned into a woman the

rib whìch he hød takenfrom the man, and brought her to the man. 23 And the man said, "This is now

bone of my bones, andflesh of myflesh; she shall be called ll/oman, becøuse she was tøken out oÍ
Man."
ICor II:8, For man is notfromwoman, butvomanfrom man;

b. Createdfor møn.
Gen 2: 18, Then the Lord God said, "lt is not goodfor the man to be alone; I will make a helper suitable

for him.
ICor I I:9, for indeed manwas not createdfor the woman's sake, but the womanfor the man's sake

c. Created to the glory of man
ICor I I:7, For a-man ought not to hqve his head covered, since he is the image and glory of God; but

the woman is the glory of man.

d- Created to weør his name
Gen 5: I&2, I This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God ueated man, He made

him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them male andfemale, qnd He blessed them and named them

Adam in the day when they were creqted.

e. Created then named by man, thereby showing hís authoríty over her (whoever named a thing had

authority over it).
Gen I: 5, 6, & 10, SAnd God called the tíght day, and the darkness He called night... I And God called

the expanse heaven... t0 And God catled the dry tond earth, and the gathering of the waters He called

seds...
Gen 2:20-23, 20 And the mon gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sþ, and to every beast

of the field, but þr Adam there was not found ø helper suitable for him. 2 I So the Lord caused ø deep

ileep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took on of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place.

22 And the Lord Godfashioned into awoman the rib which He had takenfrom the man and brought her

to the man. 23 And the man said, "This is bone of my bones, Andflesh of myflesh; She shall be cølled

lVoman, Because she was taken out of Man.''
Gen 3:20, "Now the møn called hís wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all the living.

G. God gøve dominìon over the rest of creatìon to both man ond woman-

Gen l:2628, 26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let

them rule over thertsh of the sea and over the birds of the sþ and over the cattle and over all the earth,

and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 And God created man in His own image, in

the image of God He created him; mole andfemale He created them. 28 And God blessed them; and

God sald to them, "Befruitful and multipty, andfill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over thefish of the

sea and over the birds of the sþ, and over every living thing that moves on the earth."
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H. God ordaíned marriagefrom the beginning. This involves:
u Leavingfaîher and mothen
Mat 19: 5, and said, 'For this cause a man shall leave hîs father and mother, and shall cleqve to his

wife; and the two shall become oneflesh'?

b. Cleavíng unto hß wÍfe
Mat 19: 5, and said, 'For this cause a man shall leave hisfather and mother, and shall cleave to his

wife; and the two shall become oneflesh'?

c. No more two, but oneflesh.
Mat 19:6, "Consequently they are no longer two, but oneflesh. IVhat thereþre God hasioined
together, Iet no man separate."

d- God joins them togethen
Mat 19:6, "Consequently they are no longer two, but oneflesh. |/høt therefore God has ioined
together, let no mon separate."

e. Marriage ís honorable.
Heb I3:4, Let marriage be held ín honor ømong all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for
fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

J. Nudíty wíthout shame
Gen 2:25, And the man and his wfe were both naked andwere not ashomed.

g. Marríage bed is undefiled
Heh I3:4, Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marríage bed be undeftled;þr
þrnicators and adulterers Godwill judge.

I. God's purposefor marriage
u Thís requíres a male and afemale.
Mk 10:6, "Butfrom the begÍnning of creøtion, God made them msle andfemale.

h To gíve the mon help.
Gen 2: 18, Then the Lord God said, "lt is not goodfor the man to be alone; I wíll make a helper
suítoblefor hîm.

c. A covenanl between a man and a womon.
Mal 2:14, "Yet you sry, 'For what reason?' Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the
wde of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your
wife by covenant

d. Companionship
Mol 2:14, "Yet you say, 'For what reason?' Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the
wife of your youth, against whom you høe dealt treacherously, though she ís your companion and your
wife by covenant.

e. Godly chíldren
Mal 2: I 5, " But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do while he
was seeking a godly offspríng? Take heed then, toyour spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against
the wife of your youth.
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f, To avoìd fornícation.- 
ICor 7: 14, & g, I Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is goodfor a man not to touch

a woman. 2 But because of immoralifies, let each man have hÍs own wife, ønd let each woman have

her own husband- 3 Let the husbandfulfitl his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband.

4 The wife does not have authority over her own boþ, but the husband does; and likevlise also the

husband does not hæe authority over his own body, but thewife does. 9 But if they do not have self-

control, let them marry; for il Ís better to morry than to bu¡n.

g. For sexuol expressìon and love.
þrov S:Ii-19, ti Or¡n*waterfromyour own cistern, Andfreshwaterfromyour ownwell. I6 Should

your spring be dispersed abroad, Streams ofwater in the streets? I7 Let them be yours alone, And not

þr strangers with you. 18 Let your þuntains be blessed, And rejoice in the wife ofyour youth. I9 As a
- 

Ioving hlnd and a graceful doe, Let her breasts sotísÍy you at all tímes; Be exhilarated always wìth her

Iove-
Look at the Song of Sotomon where God gave a whole book as a love manual...

J. God's will toward marrÍage.
a- One manfor one womonforever
Ecc 9:9, Enjoy trfe with the n'oman whom you love all the døys of your fleeting lífe which He has given

to you under the sun; for thís is your reward in life, and in your toil in which you have labored under the

sun.

b. Not to be seporated.
Mat 19:4-6, 4 And He answered and said, Have you not read, that He who created themfrom the

beginning made them male andfemale, 5 and said, 'For this cause a man shall leave hisfather and

mother, and shall cleave to his life; and the no shall become oneflesh'? 6 "Consequently they are no

longer two, but oneflesh. llthot therefore God has joined together, let no man seporøte."

Conclusíon: Convenience - "A help meelfor him."
Companìonshíp - "Yet is she thy companion.'
Contractual - "Thewife ofyour covenqnt."
Conjugal - "And shall cleave unto his wife and they shall be oneflesh."
Curtail - "To avoidþrnication, let every man have his own wife and every woman her own

husband."
Conceptìon - "Befruitful and multiply."
Calculation - "That he might seek a godly seed."
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Text ¡s tâken from the New American stendard Bible unless otherwise specilied.

Introduction: God has an ideal for mankind. God revealed His perfect will concerning

marriage to us when He created mankind, making them male and female. He prescribed

in the Garden that there was to be,'oone man for one woman, forever." However, man has

not lived up to God's ideal having soon departed from His perfect will shortly following

the creation. Therefore, due to man's hardness of heart and rebellion, God gave His Law

in order to regulate the abuses that were already occurring. Remember, God's Law was

not given in a vacuum... His Law was given in the midst of ungodliness to provide
justice and reveal God's perfect will clearly... even harshly. Why did God consider

man's heart to be hard? How would God's Law regulate abuse? Would the Law of God

protect or elevate women? Does God's ideal change because of man's stubbomness?

In this study, we will examine the darkness of the Patriarchal Age where the abuses of
bigamy, polygamy, concubinage, divorce, and remarriage were tolerated and allowed.

We will continue into the Mosaic Age... the time when God gave His Law to the people

through His Prophet Moses... a time when God allowed and tolerated these same

offenses. However, He would regulate them by legislating about them... even though He

didn't originate them. God had said that men would dominate women by prophetic

announcement... the following shows this abuse in Genesis.

Part2: The Reality (As it was in the Patriarchal (Starlight) & Mosaic (Moontight)
Ages)

The Law was given in a context when:

l. Women were property.
A. She was an asseL

Dowries were paid tofathers.

B. She was a producer.
a. Tended sheep

b. Agricultural worker

2. People were nomads.
A. If she díd not marry in her clan, she probably would never see herfomíly again

3. Polygamy was practiced.
A. Allowìng more help to other wives.

B. Allowíng more chîldren to help wìth worlc

C. A social securilyfor the woman-

D ChÍldren werettnancíal ossets îo agrícultural work (today a líøbìlíty).

E. Stíll done in mony countríes today.

4. There was no Law of Incest.
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Corefully consider these thíngs:

Patriørchal

Adam marríed his ríb
Gen 2:22-23, 22 And the Lord Godfashioned into a

woman the rib which He had takenfrom the man,

and brought her to the man. 23 And the man said,
"This is now bone of my bones, AndJlesh of my

flesh, She shall be called l(oman, Because she was

taken out of Man."

Caín mørrìed hß sister
Gen 3:20, Now the man called his wfe's name Eve,

because she was the mother of all the living.
Gen 4:1, Now the man had relations with his wife
Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and
she said, "l have gotten a manchild with the help of
the Lord."

Abrahom mørried hís half sister
Gen 20:12, "Besides, she actually is my sister, the

daughter of myfather, but not the daughter of my

mother, and she became my wife:... "

Nahor marríed his niece
Gen I I:29, And Abram and Nahor took wives for
themselves. The name of Abram's wife was Sarai;
and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah, the

daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and Iscah.

Abraham ond Jacob hød concubínes
Gen I6:3-4, 3 And after Abram had lived ten years
in the land of Canaan, Abram's wife Sarai took
Hagar the Egtptian, her maid, and gave her to her
husband Abram as his wfe. 4 And he went in to
Hagar, and she conceived; and when she sø¡it that
she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her

sight.

Gen 30:4 & 9,4 So she [RachelJ gave him her maid
Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob went in to her. 9 When

Leah sqw that she had stopped bearing, she took her
maid Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wde.

Isaac, Jacob, & Esau marríed cousins
Gen24:15, And it came about beþre he hadiìnished
speaking, that behold, Rebekah who was born to
Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Abraham's
bother Nahor, came out with her iar on her
shoulder.
Gen 25:20, and Isaac was forty years old when he

took Rebekah, the daughter ofBethuel the Aramean

of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean,

to be his wife.

2

Mosaíc (God's Løw)

No longer possible

Lev I8:9, "The nakedness ofyour sister, eitheryour

father's daughter or your mother's daughter,

whether born at home or born outside, their
nakedness you shall nol uncover."

Lev I 8 : I I,' The nakednes s of your fat her's w ife's
daughter, born to yourfather, she is your sister, you
shall not uncover her nqkedness."
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Gen 28:2, "Arise [Jacob], go to Paddan-aram, to
the house of Bethuel your mother's father ; and from
there take to yourself a wifefrom the daughters of
Laban your mother's brother.

Gen 28:9, and Esau went to Ishmael, and married,
besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the
daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's son, the sister of
Nebaioth.

Jacob marríed sisters
Gen 29:21, 23, 25-27, 2 I Then Jacob said to Laban,
"Give me my wife, for my time is completed, that I
may go in to her." 23 Now it came about in the
evening that he took his daughter Leah, and brought
her to him; and Jacob went in to her. 25 So it cane
about in the morning that, behold, it was Leah! And
he said to Laban, "Ilhat is this you have done to
me? Ilas it not for Rachel that I served with you?
llrlry then have you deceived me? " 26 But Laban
said, "lt is not the practice in our place, to marry
of theyounger beþre thefirst-born. 27 "Complete
the week of this one; and we will give you the other
also for the service which you shall serve with me

for another seven years."

Lamech, Esau, Abraham, & Jacob were bígamisfs
Gen 4:19, And Lamech took to himself two wives:
the name of the onewas Adah, and the name of the
other, Zillah.

Gen 16:3, And after Abram had lived ten years in
the land of Canaan, Abram's wife Sarai took Hagar
the Egtptian, her maid, and gøve her to her
husband Abram as his wife.

Gen 28:9, and Esau went to Ishmael, and married,
besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the
daughter of Ishmael, Abrahqm's son, the sister of
Nebaioth.

Gen 32:22, Now he [JacobJ qrose that same night
and took his two wives and his two maids and his
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.

Amrom mørríed øn øunl
Ex 6:20, And Amram married his father's sister
Jochebed, and she bore him Aaron and Moses; and
the length of Amram's life was one hundred and
thirty-seven years.

Lev I8: 18, 'And you shall not marry a woman in
addition to her sister to be a rival while she is alive,
to uncover her nakedness.'

Lev I8: I2-13, I2 'You shall not uncover the
nakedness ofyourfather's sister; she is your
father's blood relative. I3'You shall not uncover the
nakedness ofyour molher's sister,for she is your
mother's blood relative.
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5. A dowry was paid for her
A. Loss of a worker

Gen 2i: 18, Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, " I will serve you seven yeqrs for your younger daughter

Rachel."
Gen 34:12, "Ask me ever so much bridal payment and gift, and I will give according as you s6y to me;

bul give me the girl in marriage."

ó. A woman could not divorce her husband
A. Can a cow leøve home?

7. A man could take more wives (property), but the wife must be faithful to her owner husband.

8. The rvomen bartered for their husband's attention.
A. llhoeverfixed the meøl got coniugal rights.

He could refuse her, but he could not go to another.

B. Notice Leah and Rachel's cøse when they bartered.
Gen 30: 16, llhen Jacob in from the field in the evening, then Leah went out to meet him and said, " You

must come in to me, for I have surely hired you with my son's mandrakes. " So he lay with her that night.

9. Children born to the wife's handmaids were considered as the wife's children (surrogate mothers).
A. Sarah

Gen 16: I-2, I Now Sarai, Abram's wife had borne him no children, and she had an Egtptian maid
whose nqme was Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to Arbam, "Now behold, the Lord has prevented mefrom
bearing children. Please go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children through her. " And Abram
listened to the voice of Sarai.

B. Rachel
Gen 30:3, And she said, " Here is my maid Bilhah, go in to her, that she may bear on my knees, that
through her I too may have children."

C. Leah
Gen 30: 9, Ilhen Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took her maid Zilpah and gave her to
Jacob as a wife.

10. A man gave his favorite wife's son the right of the firstborn
IChr 5:2, Though Judah prevailed over his brothers, andfrom him came the leader, yet the birthright
belonged to Joseph,

I l. The practice of levirate marriage
Gen 38: 7-I I, 7 But Er, Judah's first-born, was evil in the sight of the Lord so the Lord took his life. 8
Then Judah said to Onan "Go in to your brother's wife, and perform your duty as a brother-in-lqw to
her, and raise up offspringfor your brother." 9 And Onan knew that the ofspringwould not be his; so it
came aboat that when he went in to his brother's wife, he wasted his seed on the ground, in order not to
giveofspringtohisbrother. l0ButwhathedidwasdispleasinginthesightoftheLord,soHetookhis
life also. I I Then Judah said to his daughter-inJau¡ Tamar, "Remain a widow in your father's house

until my son Shelah grows up"; for he thought, "l am afraid that he too may die like his brothers." So
Tamar went and lived in herfather's house.

Conclusion: This is the backdrop to the giving of the Law of Moses.

God's only relatíonal judgment durìng the polríarchol øge (followíng the Garden) is on
homosexualíty.
Jude 7, Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these

indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are e.rhibited as an example, in undergoing
the punishment of eternalfire.

4
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God's Law Under the Mosaic Age (Moonlight) That Protected Women's Rights

l. Law of Coveting the \ilife of Another Man.
o Ex20:17
o Deut 5:21

The wife was property, so was not to be coveted and thereþre, not to be stolen. To have intercourse

with hLr **'puritlràbte by death, whether she was willing or not willing. This resffained rape and

alienation of affection creating a stronger marriage.

2. Law of the rililling Servant
c Ex 2I:I-6

A. If afree, single man had sold himself into a seven year slavery arrangement, he mry be given a

slave girlfor a wife.

B. This gcye a slave girl conjugal privileges so she could legitimately have sexualfulfillment and

children.

C. He could not take his children with him tf he left. They would stay with her at her owner's, as they

belonged to the master, since she was a slqve-

D. He could love her and stay with her as a slaveforever.

E. Obvíously, a divorce was allowed here which would include a right of remarriage of both partners.

Abandonment freed the woman.

F. A slave's rights were secondary to the rights of the master ownen

3. Law of Slave Wife (Concubine)
c Ex2I:7-II

A. If purchosedfor himself as a wife (and he doesn't want her)---
* She can be redeemed (bought back)

b. He can not sell her as a regular slave, as she was purchasedfor a wife

B. Ifpurchøsedfor the son (and the son does not want her).--
a. Purchaser must treat her as a daughter
b. Purchaser cqn not be sexual with her

C. If purchaser used her as a wífe and lakes another t"fe-.-
u He can not reduce herþod.
b. He can not reduce her raiment.
c. He can not reduce her conjugal privilege. (She may not have childrenfor her old age).

D. If he does not meet the three ohligations...
ø. She is afree woman
b. Redemption monE/ need not be paid to redeem her.

c. Obviously, a divorce occurred here, which would include a right of remarriage of both parties.

This divorce was þr non-support of necessities and sexual rights.
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4. Law of Fornication with an Unbetrothed Girl
. Ex 22: 1617
o Deut 22:28-29

A. He must pøy thefather the dowry of 50 shekels

B. Føther may refuse to gíve the g¡rl to hímfor a wife

c. The møn must still pay donry to thefather (lhefather is consìdered her owner, so he gets money.)

D. Note: sex dîd not automatícally moke them marrìed!!!

E. If she does become hís wife, he can never divorce her. Thìs would checlt hìs lust

F. Why would she morry hím?
u No one else would have her
h lilant childrenfor seczrity in old age

5. Law of Marriage of Near Kinswoman
o Lev 18:17

A. One cun not take a mother and daughter to wífa

B. One can not take d mother and granddøaghter

C. It ís wíckedness and would cause terríble competitÍonfor lhe women.

6. Law of Marriage of Sisters
c Lev 18:18

A. Jacob did so. The Lawforbade it

B. It would vex them.

C. May do so after the death of theJirst wife.

7.Law of Betrothed Concubine
o Lev 19:20-22

A. An engaged gírt who wos afuture slave wife (concubine) was not execatedfor odultery because she

was not afree uromarL

B. The expression, "She shall be scourged" ís "There shall be an investigationfor a scourging-"

C. Sínce noJíne wos paíd to herfature husband, the contexl infers thot the woman, her attacker, and the

betrothed man were all slaves.

D. Th¡s hetps us see that when a slave (whích was the property of one man) raped a concubìne, (who was

the property of another man) scourgíng resulted.

n ttit pioioty with property, like one man's bull and another man's cow. Verse 2l shows it as the

man's sin. No mention is mqde of her sin.

E. The man usually got 40 stripes.
a- It was a deterrent to protect even a slave bride (concabine).

6
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8. Law of Spirit of JealousY
c Num 5:II-31

A. Th¡s woald negate øn innocent woman's need to líve with a ieølous husband

u She can prove her innocence.

B. She would have hope of chitd bearing f he had wíthdrawn from her by doubting her'

C. Thís law restroìned odultery, but aßo ímproved the marrìage relationship.

9. Law of Oaths
o Num30:I-16

A. Iîthefather or husband heard a vow and negated Ít, she was not bound.

B. If thefather or husbønd heord ø vow and díd not negate it, she was bound, but he could not blame

herfor he could have negated ¡L

C. A widow or dìvorced womon was boand by their own oaths as there was no husband to negate il

10. Law of Heiresses
o Num 27:8-I I
c Num 36: 8-9

A. If a man died without sons the inherítance vould go to the daughters.

B. If daaghters marríed out of theìr tribe, she forfeited her inherítance-

C. Note: Thìs law was given to onswer the speci/ic request of the case of the daughters of Zelophehød

and their uncles.
* The law wcß progressively given.

ll. Law of a Beautiful Captive
o Deut2I:10-14

A. To remove haír and nøils to curb hís desíre and prevent his raping hen

B. Can not øpproach herfor afull month so os to curb lusl

C. She was given time to moarn herfømíly.

D. If he díd not delíght ín her, he let her go free

E. He cøn not sell her. She Ís øfree womlrn.

F. Obviously, divorce and remarriage of both partners were allowed.

7
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12. Law of Inheritance of the Firstborn
o Deut 2I:15-17

A. You møy not gìve righß of theftrstborn to thefavorite wife's son

B. This entítled a doubte portíon to thetìrstborn of the unloved wife'

c. Th¡s pfotected the unloved wífefrom beíng disinherited wÍth her son

D. ThiJ ossumes polygamy and ìÍ was not consídered adaltery.

13. Law of Slandering a Wife
o Deut 22: 13-21

A. If she can prove vÍrgíníty, the penatty to have slandered her would preclude ø man recklessly

slanderíng a wÍfe.

B. He Ís pubtícly chastened, savíng her reputatíonfrom slanden

C. He must pay 100 shekeß (double dowry) to theîathet

D. He can never dívorce hen

E. If she is guilty, she is kílled

14. Law of Rape of One Betrothed
o Deut 22:23-27

A. Betrothal was the same as if marrìed

B. Protects ntomen who were genuínely raped who crìed ouL

C. l;l/omen who crìed out were admittedly ìnnocent and need not be punìshed

15. Law of New Marriages
o Deul24:5

A. llhenlirst mørrîed, the man toas not to be gíven o commission in the milítary or civìl duties.

B. This allowed a mon to støtt off his marrîøge ríghL We can learnfrom thís---

16. Law of Divorce for Some Uncleanness
o Deut 24:I-4, I "llhen a man takes a wfe and marries her, and it happens that shefinds nofavor

in his eyes because he has þund some indecency in her, and he writes her a certi/ìcate of divorce

and puts it in her hand and sends her outfrom his house, 2 and she leø,es his house and goes and

becomes another man's wife 3 and if the latter husband turns against her andwrites her a

certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter
husband dies who took her to be his wife, 4 then herformer husband who sent her away is not

allowed to take her again to be his wde, since she has been defiled; þr that is an obomination
beþre the Lord, andyou shall not bring sin on the landwhich the Lordyour God gives you as an

inheritance."

A. Thís law was given to make one realize thøt he could not have his wife bock if he once dívorced hen

B. Once you divorce her by gívÍng her a wríllen divorce, she can be another man's wife

8
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C. Once she's another man's wfe, you can nsvet remarry her, even if she divorces or becomes a wìdow.

D. Thís checked rash and pøssíonate dÍvorces.

E. If a man utas díspleased wìth hís wìfefor some uncleanness, [a møtter of nøkedness, but short of
fornicatÍonJ he was to gìve her a bíll of dívorce.

E This bill of dívorce was not gívenfor the lícense of the man, bat ratherfor lhe protection of the
|90man.

G. He perconally had to put the bill in her hond and he had to send her øway.
u He could not give her the bill and live with her. As Josephus said, " Let him in writing give assurance
that he will never use her as his wife anymore, þr by this means she may be at liberty to marry another
husband. Although, beþre this bill of divorce be given, she is not to be permitted so to do."

H. Obviously, if a mon ntere to not give the contract of dívorce, then the contract of marrìage showíng
hís ownenhíp would still be valíd"

a As owner, he could bring her back any timeþr sacualfavors. This protected herfrom that abuse.

I. A bill of dívorce was a legal document sígned by wítnesses.

J. The allowìng of the dívorce probably stopped "w{e obuse" or syen "murder".

K. No dowry is mentioned as beíngforfeited by eîther party.

L. However, and thís ís very important: the law does not soy that God commanded the dîvorcefor thß
cause or that He approves of lhe man dìvorcìng herfor thís cause. He only søys, "If you do divorce her,
you MUST give the b¡ll oîdívorce.

u ThÍs ìs not the origÍn of dívorce.
c Priests could not marry a divorced woman, Lev 2l:7
o A divorcedwoman could make her own vows

b. God ß not the orígínotor of divorce
o He simply insisted here that a bill of divorce by used to protect the woman as we already noted

above
e This law regulates dìvorce

o It does not institute it
d. It does not encoaruge dívorce

. It attempts to prevent hasty or passionate divorces with the threat that you can not ever talce her
back

Conclusion:
-Remember, men did not commit adultery against a wife.
-Remember, vyomen could not divorce their husbands.
-Remember, divorce was bad, but not as bad as idolatry.

o Ezja 10:2-3
¡ Neh 13:23-31

-Remember, a mân could never divorce a woman he raped or slandered.

Divorce then was tolerated for:
A. No reason at all B. No delíght ¡n her

C. Not prov¡dÍng necessitíes & sexual ríghts D. Idolatrous stambling

E. Some índecency
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Text is tâken from the New American standard Bible unless otherwisc specified.

Introduction: The passing of time brings change. Society changes... culture changes...

So to, vocabulary changes. Writings from as recent as a century ago Seem strange to our

eyes-.. For many, reading a letter from the Revolutionary War era is nearly as difficult as

däciphering a foieign language. The only way to understand what is said is by careful

study, closé examination, and great patience. Even then, we may find ourselves at a

loss... One of the most ancieniof all texts, God's Word, is no exception' Many well-

meaning Christians cling to the archaic King James Version of the Holy Bible believing it

the granldest translation éver attempted... convinced it will pass the test of time... only to

be Ãtonished and sometimes honified to find that the very copy they read is an updated

version from the 1611 originat. The discerning seeker will always look beneath the

surface for his pnze... sometimes plunging deep into the icy depths to uncover that

golden nugget ðf frutn. We will attempt to do no less here. We shall soon discover that

á*y *ordr we've taken for granted in Scripture are not as we've assumed. Remember,

Godls Word is timeless and not subject to change just because everything around it has.

In this study we will examine the differences in vocabulary from Biblical times to the

present. We will put away the satanic lies that have clouded the Church's judgment

conceming God'i ldeal for the marriage covenant. Let's put our feet to the fire and our

theory to the test...

Part 3: Vocabulary Differences

Betrothed-Engaged-Espoused

Defined: To fix - Appoint or set or designate a person for a bride.

l. Thefather was to be endowed or given ø dowryfor her hand ín marriage.

2. Sometimes a mon would do o greøtfeat to get a bríde-

3. A womøn was usually purchøsedfor 50 shekek.

4. Father would gíve hís døughter in marríage She wøs to be a "chøste vÍrgin".
2Cor I I :2, Foi I am jealois þr you with a godly jeølousy; þr I betrothed you to one husband, that to

Christ I might present you as q pure virgin.

5. To have ìntercourse with her wøs to commit aduttery. The penally or puníshmentfor that wøs death-

6. To not go through w¡th the marriage was deceítfuL You never got your endowment back.

7. If the gíil wos notfound to be a virgin, she díed"

8. You had to give her dívorce papers íf you dìdn't marry her.
Mat I:19, And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her, desired to

put her awry secretly.

9. She was called his wífe before the ceremony (whíIe they were engaged).

a- Betrothal was a contract.
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10. One covered her as a symbol of engogemenl
Ruth 3:9, And he sa¡d, 'iryho ore yoi?; Ard she answered, " l am Ruth your maid. So spread your

covering over your maid, for you øre a redeemer'"

Ezek Ið:8, "Then I passid by you and saw you, and behotd, you were at the timefor love; so I spread My

skirt over you and iovered your nakedness, I also swore to you and entered into a covenant with you so

that you became Mine," declares the Lord God-

Today: The breech of promise is not around ant- more. Breaking an engagement ß no big-deal (exceptþr

the victim). Parents are often hopry. Don't have the western concept when you read of "betrothal" in the

Bible. Theirs was not a trial period.

Marriage

l. It was a covenant ín writìng.

2. Man was consìdered her owner.

3. Intercourse wíth one who wøs married wøs a críme øgainst her owner-husband

4. By Jesus, day, ít requîred a publíc announcement, o ceremony lasting seven days or more, ønd had to

be consummøted

5. She become hß helpmeet- "helper' ønd "meet" whích means "correspondÍng or øppropriate 1o".

6. It involves uleaving" ønd ucleavìng".

7. Nakedness together - nothing to hìde!

8. Did not requíre government' støte, or Church approval, but it did "parents".

Today: Our marriages are state regulated. It mry or mcry not be religious. Ours does have to be

consummated to be state recognized. Often very little thought is given lo it, and no one's permission is

required if one is of age.

Divorce

l. It must be in wrítíng, not verbally.
A.It stated:

o. Date
b. Place
c. Cause
d Permission to marry whom they pleased.

2. It was personally served and put in their mate's hand-

3. The mate was sentfrom their home.

Today: The thought of divorce without remørriage is totallyforeign to the Bible, to the Hebrew calture and

to the Greek culture. Todry Christians "ok" divorce, butfrown on remarriage.

The western concept of separation is unknown lo their minds. Divorce was with the purpose to set one free
to remarry.
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Adultery?

l. Adultery wøs commítted severøl ways, as we will see ìn thefollowing:
ø To ha've sex with another man's wift-
b. Idolatry with other gods.

c. Breakingwedlock or vows or covenant.

2. But unlike other wordsr "adultery" has lost its root meaníng. It is translìterated líke "boptize'
(bøptism) and,,episcopoi" ¡bisnopj. Butfrom Latin, "adultery" meøns "to alter or to add something.'' 

n J"ro*r, ¡n iAS '¿.O., transliterated it to "adulterio" meaning "to alter or mix"'

b. John lvyclffi in 1380 A.D., - English "cvovteria", meaning "no vow or negative vow".

c. Ililliam Tyndale, in 1525 A.D., - "breakethwedlock".
d. Miles Coverdale, in ],535 A.D., "breaketh wedlock".

e. Geneva Bible, in t 560, -fron Latin text transliterated "adulterie", which at that time meant "alter or

adulterate or add something".

f, Bishop Bible, in 1568, was the same qs the Geneva Bible.
- 
g. King James followed with the Bishop's Bible using Church words,
-n. 

So io- the Greek and Hebretu lexicons give us a Latin meøningþr the word.

L Now we make it a "sexual sin" instead of a "vow breaking". The real evil is the breaking of the

marriage. The sin is concurrent with the act of marrying, not the act of sexual intercourse-

3. OId Testament
Ã. In the Old Testøment, uadaltery' 

Q5003 - naaph) is a specíJîc wordfor "one breoking a covenanL"

Harlotry, whoredom, prost¡tulion, andfornicatÍon are generic wordsfor onyone... whether maníed or
oo^oriíed... An adulte¡ess may be guilty of all these, but not ail of these are adulteresses. No where

does adultery ever ínvolve rwo singte people. One of the persons ínvolved MUST be marrìed to constitute

aduttery,for ít involves a covenant being broken. The Law is, "Thou shall not break covenanl"

B. It is so translated ín Ezekíet 16:38, "And I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and shed

blood are judged; and I will give thee blood irÍury and jealousy." KJV

C. Romans 7:I-3 shows the Old Testament definition. This, of course, ignores Jesus' exception clause of a

woman whose husband was guilty of adultery.

I Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction

or", o p"rto, as long as he lives? 2 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is

livingi but if her husband dies, she is releasedfrom the løw concerning the husband. 3 So then if while her

husiand is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies,

she isfreefrom the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.

D. Sometimes the word ìs used and ít ¡s not refening to a sexuol acl
a. A spiritual whoredom

Jer-3:8&9, 8 "And I sat¿¡ thatþr all the ødulteries offaithless Israel, I had sent her awry and given her

a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also. 9

"And it came about because of the lightness of her harlotry, that she polluted the land and committed

adultery with stones and trees.

Ezek 23:37, "For thryt have committed adultery, and blood is on their hands. Thus they have committed

aduttery with their idols and even caused their sons, whom thqt bore to Me, to pass through thefire to
them [idols] asfood."
Jer 9:2, O that I had in the desert a wayfarers' lodging place; Thqt I might leave my people, and gofrom
them! For all of them are adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.
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b. Covenant breakers in general
Jer 23:10, For the land isfull of ødultererc; for the land mourns because of the carse. The pastures of
the wilderness have dried up. Their course also is evil, and their might is not right.
Jer 23:14, "Also among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible thing. The committing of
adultery andwalking infalsehood; andthey snengthen the hands ofevildoers, so that no one has turned
backfrom his wickedness. All of them have become to Me like Sodom, and her inhqbitants like
Gomorrah.

4. New Teslament

A. Moichalis (3428 - Strong's Concordonce Number)
a. A wicked and covenant breaking generation.
Mat 12:39, But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation cravesf or a sign;
and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign ofJonah the prophet;
Mat 16:4, "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it except
the sign of Jonah." And He left them, andwent awry.
Mk 8:38, " For whoqer is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulteroas and sinful generation, the
Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels. "

b. Adulterers and adulteresses:
Jam 4:4, You adulteresses, do you not know thatfriendship with the world is hostility toward God?
Thereþre whoever wishes to be a friend f the '¡vorld mqkes himself an enemy of God.

c. Eyes full of adultery (Greek "eyes full of an adulteress/ r.e..' lookingfor awomanwho is a
covenant breaker.
2Pel 2: 14, having eyes full of adaltery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a
heart trained in greed, accursed children;

d. She shall be called an adulteress (covenant breaker)
Rom 7:3, So then if, while her husband is living, she shall be called an adulteress; but f her husband
dies, she isfreefrom the law, so that she is not an odulteress, though she isjoined to another man.

B. Moichao (3429)

a. Causes her to break covenant
Mat 5:32, but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, exceptfor the cause of unchastity, makes
her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

b. Break covenant
Mat I9:9, "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, exceptfor immorality, and marries another
woman commits odultery: and he who marries a divorced woman commits adultery."

c. Break covenant against (man)
Mk I0:I I, And He said to them, "I{hoater divorces his wife and marries another woman commits
adultery against her;

d. Break covenant against (woman)
Mk 10:12, and f she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing
adultery."

C. Moìcheia (3430)
a. Out ofthe heart proceeds covenant breaking.
Mat I5:19, "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,þrnications, thefts,false
wilness, slanders.
Mk 7:21, "Forfrom within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts,
muders, adulterìes,
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b. Woman taken in the act of adultery - breaking covenant

Jn B:3, And the scribes and the Pharisees brought ã.o^an caught in adaltery, and having set her in the

midst,

c. Works of the flesh
Gat S:19, Now the deeds of theJtesh are evident, which are: immorality [adultery, KJV], impurity,

sensuality, (note the dîstínctíon between the síns)

D. Moícheuo (3431)
a. ttl say... already...t
Mat S:iy, but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery

with her alreaþ in his heart.

b. ttln the very âct...tt
Jn 8:4, they sãid ø Him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in adaltery, in the very act.

c. (Those that commit adultery with her (lìgurative)..."
Rev 2:22, 'Behotd, I will cast her upon a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her inlo

great tribulation, unless they repent ofher deeds.

E. Moichos (3432)
a. Lk I 8: i I, "The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, 'God, I thank Thee that I am not like

other people: swindlers, uniust, adulterers, or sven like this tøc-gatherer'

b. ICor 6:9, Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be

deceived; neitherfornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,

c. Heb I3:4, Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for
þrnicators and adulterers God williudge.

uAdulteryu is ucovenanl breaking". Sometimes the act of intercourse is refered to if one of the partners

is married, as this act brealc covenant. The part is putfor the whole'

In light of the above, think of these ramifications:

^. 
It ís vow breakíng.

a. If you dívorce your w{e and marry onother, ít is adultery-

b. If you commít sexual intercourse wìth a married person, ¡t ¡s adaltery.

c. If you dívorce your male, ¡t ìs adultery.
d. If you øbandon yout mate, ¡t is adultery.
e. If you look to lust after a married u,oman, ¡t ¡s adultery-

f, If you wíthhold yourselffrom your mate, it ís adultery-
Ilhen divorce occurs, it is sin!!! Oaths, covenants, and promises have been broken. llle must stop

minimizing the sin of adultery þow breaking). But what are we to do when it has already happened?

B. "You hove heard it saíd...,"
Mat 5:27-28, 27 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery'; 28 but I sty to you,

that everyonewho loolç on awoman to lustfor her has committed adultery with her alreaþ in his heart.

Look at these words:
u "ll/oman" and "wfe" are the same word.
b. "Lust" and "Covet" are the same word. ("Desire" fwe times; "Covet" three times; and "Lust" þur
times.)
c. Already - a marriedwoman MaST be involved.
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Conclusion:
Møt 5:28, but I say to you, that everyone who looks on q woman to lustþr her has committed ødultery
with her already in his heart.
Compare this to:
Gen 20:6, Then God said to him in the dream, "Yes, I know that in the integrity of your heart you have
done this, and I also kept youfrom sinning against Me; thereþre I did not let you touch her.

C. Mat 5:32, but I sry to you that arcryone who divorces his wift exceptþr the cause of unchastity, makes

her commit adultery; and whoarcr marries a divorced woman commiß adultery.

"Mokes her commít adultery" in the Greek stys, "makes her an adulteress." It is not in the active voice,
but the passive voice. It is something her husband does to her. It is not what she does. She is made an
adulteress. She is the victim.

The interpretation is plain. He brands her in people's qes as "guilty of adultery,u and makes her "break
covenant," too!

Mat 5:32, but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, qceptfor the cause of unchastity, makes
her commit adultery; andwhoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. The Greekword
"man;teso is naoríst", subjunctive, meaning "particalar, one time action, "... not "living in adultery." The
sinful act is the "breaking of covenant by marrying," not "the suual act."

The girl who marries out of thefaith has sinned She does not sin because she continues to live with him
thereafter.

D. Mot I9:9, "And I s6y to you, whoqer divorces his wfe, exceptfor immorality, and marries another
woman commits adultery: and he who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. "
Note: Jesus did not sry, " Except for adultery, " for in their mind the word tanslated " adultery" would not
have limited it to a "sq act!" Fornication does limit it to a sexual act, as He intended.

Today: Adultery is only a sex act. This is an error.

Remarriage

l. If there wøs a dívorce, ít presumed thøt o remarriage would occar, and the divorce allowed such.

2. Divorce was in líea of deoth, that is, just as if death occurred

Today: Our Churches have made divorce permissible and remarriage the sin. Huge error.
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Text is tak€n from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise specified.

Part 4z Sunlight (The New Testament Teaching)

l. A Greatly Overlooked Fact: Jesus never said the last word on (divorce," but what He said is

true.
A. PauI informs us that Jesus revealed some lruth about "morrÍoge" ond "divorce" when He was

here. ICor 7:10-II, I0 But to the married I give insÍructions, not I, but the Lord, that thewife should not

leøve her husband I t (but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her

husband), and that the husband should not send his wife awry.

B. Pøut ìnforms us that Jesus never revealed all truth concernÍng "marriage" and udívorce", and now
Paul would reveol more. ICor 7:12, "But to the rest I say, nol the Lord, that if any brother has awife
who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, let him not send her awry.

C. Note: Jesus spoke to those who were beliqers mørrÍed to believers, givìng the general prínciple udo

not put asunder whot God høs joíned togethen" This is the "ideal" since creation. To do so is to see

someone " break covenant".

D. PauI would reveol God's wÍll to those in other sítuations. Namely:
a. Chrístíans marrìed to o non Christíon. ICor 7:12-16, 12 But to the rest I sry, not the Lord, that f
any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, let him not send her
away. I 3 And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, Iet her not
send her husband away. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sandirted through his wife, and the
unbelieving wfe is sanctified through her believing husband; þr otherwise your children are unclean,
but now thqt are holy. l5 Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, Iet him leave; the brother or the sister is
not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace. I6 For how do you know, O wife,
whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your
wife?

b. Christians have these options to reconcíle theír marriages:
o Prayer
c The ltord Ís ìmperatìve. "Don't dívorce"
o Mutuol desire to pleose God
o Church discipline

c. Chrístíans marríed to non-Christians have only one thíng:
o Prayer

It is imperative that a Christian not instigate divorce (The exception clause, of course, is ignored
because he is speaking in generalities. If the unbeliever (chorizo) puts asunder, the Christian is not
obligated to the covenant-

d. The reasonsfor the Christían lo try to save the marrioge to an unbelíever are these:
o. rne ímperøtíve: 

ii,f::::iåii,iïii;f" 't'
o Unbeliever is set apart by mate (14)for "advantages" not "salvation".
c Childrenwill be holy and clean (lQþr "advantages" not "salvation".
o You may save them.
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e. Resulls if unbeliever will not stay:
o Imperatíve: Let them depart or separate.
c Believer is not under obligation.
o lle are called to peace qnd God wants us to have it.

o Ll¡alk as God directs.

l. To those catled who are not in the above lwo scenarios: stay in the position you were called.

ICor 7: 17-24, t7 Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in this manner

let him walk. And thus I direct in all the churches- I8 ltas any man called already circumcised? Let

him not become uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in uncircumcision? Let him not be

circumcised. I9 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the

keeping of the commandments of God. 20 Let eqch man remain in that condition in which he was

called. 2l Ll/ere you called white a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become

free, rather do that. 22 For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord's freedman;
likq¡¡ise hi who was called while free, is Christ's slqve. 23 You were bought with a price; do not

become slaves of men. 24 Brethren, let each man remain with God in that condition in which he was

cqlled.

g. Virgins: For present distress, stay single. But ifyou marry you have not sinned. ICor 7: 25, 26, &
28, 25 Now concerning virgins I høve no command of the Lord, but I give an opinion as one who by

the mercy of the Lord is trustworthy. 26 I think then that this is good in view of the present distress,

that it is goodfor a man to remain as he is. 28 But ifyou should marry, you have not sinned; and if a
virgin should marry, she has not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to spqre

you.

h. Divorced: Stay single, but ifyou marry, you hqve not sinned. ICor 7:26, 27, &28, 26 I think then

that this is good in view of the present distress, that it is goodþr a man to remain as he is. 27 Are you
bound to a wfe? Do not seek to be released. Are you released from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 But

if you shoutd marry, yoa have not sÍnned; end if a virgin should marry, she has not sinned. Yet such

will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to spare you.

The word released (loosed-KJV):
Thefirst time this word is used in this verse isfrom the Greekword "lusis" which is to be loosedfrom
"the bond of marriage" or to " divorce". Strong's Concordance, 3080. Or, according to I4/.8. Vines

Greek Dictionary: Simply, it is representative "of divorce".

The second time it's used in this verse, this 'oord is from lhe Creek word, " luo" ... which is to be

released "of a husband andwife joined together by the bond of matrimony. Strong's Concordance,

3089. Atso, Il.E. Vines Greek Dictionary defines this word as "to loose, unbind, release, of the

marriage tie".

In other words... these words represent: ua separation by divorce" and not "a separatíon by deathu.

Mony make a greot error here... pleøse look closely øt the orÍginal language!

i. llidows: Marry whom you will, but only in the Lord. ICor 7:3940, 39 A wife is bound as long as

her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free lo be marrìed to whom she wishes, only in
the Lord. 40 But in my opinion she is happier if she remains as she is; and I think that I also hove the

Spirit of God.
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E. A general statement must be understood to allow spec¡Í¡c exceptíons or extenuating circumstances
given by equal authorìly.
Mk I0:I I-12, I I And He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wift and marries another woman commits

adultery against her; I2 and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is

committing adultery."
Lk 16:18, "Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; qnd he who marries

one who is divorcedfrom a husband commits adultery.

Compøred to:
Mat 5:32, but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, exceø for the cause of unchastíty, makes

her commit adultery; and whoever manies a divorced woman commits adultery.

2. The foundational truths of lCorinthians chapter 7 will help us interpret the above scenarios:

A. Not good to morry due to the pîesent dìstress (persecation).
a. ICor 7: I, Now concerning the things abaut which you wrote, it is goodþr a man not to touch a
woman.

b. ICor 7:8, But I sry to the unmarried and to widows that it is goodfor them if thEt remain even as L

c. ICor 7:26, I think then that this is good in via o of the present distress, that it is good þr a mqn to
remain as he is.

B. Marriage is to prevent fornication.
ICor 7: 2, But because of immoralities, let eaeh man have his own wife, and let each woman have her
own husband.

C. Do not cheat your sexual partner, causing them to be tempted.
ICor 7:3-5, 3 Let the husbandfulfll his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband. 4 The

wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband
does not have authority over his own boþ, but the wife does. 5 Stop depriving [cheatingJ one another,

except by agreementfor a time that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest
Satan tempt you because ofyour lack of self-control.

D. Celibacy is a special gift (charisma - a gift given from God, not a re\ilard for merit).
a. ICor 7:7, Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man hqs his own gifi
from God, one in this manner, and another in that.

b. Take a closer look with a new perspective... Are you guilty of any of thefollowíng? ITim 4:I-3,
But the Spirit explicitly søys that in later tìmes some willfall awayfrom thefaith, prying attention to
deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own
conscience as with a branding iron, 3 whoforbid marrÍage and advocate abstainingfromfoods, which
God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.

E. If you cannot contain yourself, then marry, for it is better to mârry than burn with passion.
ICor 7:9, But if they do not have self control, let them marry; þr it is better to marry than to burn.

F. Application:
a. In light of thefact that Jesus spoke to believers, we should not expect all the answers to our
questions on "divorce" to be in the Gospels. He lead the apostles into all truth.
b. To break a marriage covenant is "adultery", no matter how it is done!!! The Christian should avoid
being the one to break it.
c. Marriage is for the good of society. He who attacks marriage... attacl<s society. You might as well
attack the government or the Church as to attack marriage and the home.
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3. Remember: when Jesus came...
A. Jews were unde¡ Romm rate. They had no right to capital punishmentfor aduhery, so the Jq's
could not carry out their Lav, concerning sæual impropriety'

So when Jesus gave His exception clause, He was not æplaining Deuteronomy 24 to the Jews but giving
permission to divorce aþrnicating partner since the Law of Moses could not be carried out by puaing

them to death Remember, Moses gave no law giving permission to divorce an unfaithful wife. His laut

only gave permission to divorce "chaste wives".

Thß æplains the absence of the øeception clause in the account to the Romans (Mark) and the Greelcs

(Luke). They were not under the Lavt of Moses, which demanded deathþr adultery.

4. Let's see what Jesus said about *divorce":

A. Mat 5:31-32, 3l "And it was said, 'llhoa¡er sends his wfe au,ry, let him give her a certtcate of
divorce' ; 32 but I sry to you that everyone who divorces his wife ae cept for the cause of unchastity,

makes her commit aduhery; andwhoa¡er marries a divorcedwoman commits adultery.

Their doctrinal position: Jesus shows that their emphasis is wrong:

You shall not kill. Be not angry without a cause, and don't hate
Mat 5:21 Mat 5:22

Yoa shall not commit adultery Don't lust

Mat 5:27 Mat 5:28

You shall pedorm your oaths Swear not at all-

Mat 5:33 Mat 5:34-37

llhosoarcr puts aw6y his wife, let him give a bill of lfyou put her awryfor any reason butfornication,
divorcement. you are committing adultery, and ifyou marry one

Møt 5:31 put avtøy, you are committing adultery.
Mat 5:32

Conclusion: Hewas rebuking their concept, "if I do it lau,fully, I can divorce." Ifyou divorce awoman,
ãceptforfornication, you "adulterize" your wife. It is something done to the ar-wife, and her new
husband, not something they do. l4/hoever marries her that is divorced commits adultery. The Greekword
"adultery" is passive in both instances.
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Text ¡s tâken from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise specified.

Part 5: Conclusion

God's principles are not man's principles. God's laws âre not meant to be grievous... Remember, the

Sabbath was made for the man... not man for the Sabbath! Paul's writings are not meant to cast a

snare upon anyone. God has called us to peace...

God loves and instituted marriage. He hates divorce.
Satan loves and instituted divorce. He hates marriage.
\ilho do you believe?
What will you believe?

l. The "Sabbath' Principle
l¡. The Sabbath was madefor man, not manfor the Sobbalh. Mk 2:23-28, 23 And it came about that

He was passing through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His disciples began to make their way along

white picking the heads of grain. 24 And the Pharisees were saying to Him, "See here, why are thqt
doingwhat is not lawful on the Sabbath?" 25 And He said to them "Have you never readwhat David did
when he was in need and became hungry, he and his companions: 26 how he entered the house of God in

the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the consecrated bread, which is not lawfulfor anyone to eat

except the priests, and he gave it also to those who were with him? " 27And He was saying to them, "The

Sabbathwas madefor man, and not manfor the Sabbath. 28 "Consequently, the Son of Man is Lord
even of the Sabbath."

a. God give lawsfor our betterment and protectíon... to turn usfrom sin. Not, símply to Lord over us

for spon... remember, if God wanted to put us in subjectíonforcefully, He ís more thon able...

2. We asked some questions in the beginning. At this time we'll ansriler in review.
A. flhat's God's will concerníng marriage? He'sfor it!

B. Íl/hat's God's will concerning remarríage? He'sfor it! It's nol goodþr a man lo be alone... Let
everv mqn høve his own wife... everv woman her own husband...

C. Does sex make you married? No! Ifyou raped a girl, you had to marry her under lhe Løw. Sex does

not equal q covenant. If so, everyone that had sex in their youth and later on married a diferent person

has to divorce their spouse and return to their partnerfrom their youth... ridiculous! Let reason speak!

D. Are those remarried "Living in adultery'? No! There is no such thing as living in adultery.
Polygamy was not considered adultery... The Bible uses the language, "Theformer husband and the

latter husband... " Can't use the example of John the Baptist and Herod... Herod's was in an incestuous

relationship because he married his brother's wife, which was forbidden under the Mosaic Law. Also,

she got the divorce..- which isforbidden under Lawfor a woman, as well. The only wcry one could "live"
in adultery would be to marry and divorce daily... because adultery means, "to break covenant". Let
reason speak!

E. lVhat constitutes adultery in God's sight? Breaking covenant! Abuse, Abandonment, Neglect,

Fornication. If a wife is beaten, her husband has committed adultery against her! The Bible doesn't give

a specific example of awoman beqten... but it is not silent! Remember the Sabbath principle! This is lfe
or death!
ICor 7:35, And this I sayfor your own benefit; not to put o restrøint on you, but to promote what is
seemly, and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.
If a man beats his wife... does Godwant her to stay in that relationship? Is Hß lqws of marriage
restraining herfrom protectíng herself... can she possibly have undìstracted devotíon to the Lord?
Remember, God has called us to peace. Let reason speak!
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F. Must the remarried divorce to please God? Nol Godforbid! God hates divorce. Have you been

loosedfrom a spouse...? If you marry, you have not sinned. A bastard childwasn't allowed in the

temple-... yet Sòlomonwas producedfrom a remarriage of theworst circamstances... hewasn't

considered illegitimate-.. and he buitt the temple. Repentance doesn't søy, "you must divorce your

alrrent spouse-and return to theformer (as many "religious" people teach)." Repentance srys, "l'm not

going to do in this marriage the things I did that cost me the last." Lel reason speak!

Consider this in closing... you serye a God that is, Himse$ dívorced. Jer 3:8... thereþre, the innocent

doesn't sin in a divorce any more than God sinned when he put øway and gave a certificate of divorce to

his ødulterous wife, Israel... LeÍ reason speak!

Thank you & may God bless you.

In Christian Love,

Derek Baker - Evangelist
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